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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH{S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even If timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 
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2a)\3 This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomial nnatters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under £x parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 
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4) IE1 Claim(s) ^6 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1^6 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)IEI The drawing(s) filed on 19 November 2003 is/are: a)M accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to w/hich said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Pons 
et al [U.S. Patent No. 5617585] in view of Hunt et al [Pub No. US 2003/0213184 A1]. 

Regarding claims 1-5, Pons discloses a sanitary sock system wherein each sock 
is fabricated of a tubular knit with a closed end and an open end with an intermediate 
extent there between, the closed end having a line of closure stitching positionable 
adjacent to a person's toes and the open end having an elastic band positionable 
around a person's ankle. Each sock has an elastomeric pad fabricated of an elastomer 
selected from the class of elastomers including plastic and rubber. The pad is of a 
generally rectangular configuration with a width less than half the intermediate extent 
and a length less than the length of the tubular knit and positioned closer to the closed 
end than the open end. The pads each have an upper face in secure contact by 
adhesive to the intermediate extent of the tubular knit and a lower face with projections 
in rows and columns integrally formed with the pad for traction purposes (Figures 1-3 
and column 2, line 63-column 3, line63). While Pons does not specifically disclosed that 
the socks are "one size fits all" it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention by the applicant that the sock could have been 
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constructed to fit everyone. Several types of "one size fits all" socks were known in the 
art at the time of the invention (see U.S. 5,404,657, 6,279169, 5,575013, etc). 
Providing socks in "one size fits all" is a well-known modification and can be viewed as 
a matter of design choice. Pons discloses that the socks are to be used in 
environments where conventional socks would offer little protection against the 
elements (i.e. outside the home). Pons does not specifically disclose that the socks are 
to be used during screening at an airport. 

Hunt discloses a security checkpoint in an airport that comprises an entrance 
station for airline passengers to be screened for security purposes. The security 
checkpoint includes a metal detection station including opposed vertical plates adapted 
to detect metal there between and to generate a warning signal to an attendant upon a 
passenger walking between the plates if metal is on the passenger's person but to not 
generate a warning signal when no metal is detected on the passenger's person. An x- 
ray detection station is disclosed, including an x-ray camera and a plastic tray moveable 
beneath the x-ray camera, the tray is adapted to receive the passenger's personal items 
after the passenger has removed them. Hunt discloses that the passenger removes 
shoes before walking between the metal plates (paragraphs 10-13). The items in the 
tray are scanned for the detection of objects, which might be a security risk while the 
passenger is walking between the plates. Once this process is complete and no alarm 
has been sounded the passenger exits at the exit station (paragraph 47). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the passenger dispose of socks in a 
necessary manner upon retrieving shoes. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention by the applicant to modify the passenger screening system taught by Pons to 
include the sanitary sock taught by Hunt because the modification would allow 
passengers' shoes to be screened without passengers having to soil conventional socks 
walking through the screening checkpoint. Likewise, it would have been obvious to 
provide the socks for passengers upon entering the passenger screening area. The 
teachings of the two inventions reasonably appear to meet all of the limitations set forth 
by the claim as written. 

As for claim 6, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention by the applicant that any suitable fiber are material could have 
been used in fabricating the sock. This can be viewed as a matter of design choice. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. All references cited but not relied upon disclose either socks 
and/or security checkpoints. Each reference was useful during the examination of the 
present application. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric M. Blount whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
2973. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am - 4:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Hofsass can be reached on (571) 272-2981. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Eric M. Blount 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2636 



